“Getting To The Heart Of God’s Story”
Week 16
2 Kings 18-20, 2 Chron. 29-32, Isa. 53:1-6
 “Preparing to trust God when times are terrible!”
1. Choose to pursue spiritual renewal. It  always brings blessings from God. 
Hezekiah chose spiritual reform in 2 Chron. 29-31 and was blessed by God.
2. Choose humility before God. It gives hope in your darkest hour.
When threatened by Sennacherib, Hezekiah humbles himself and prayed to the Living God finding hope with the prophet Isaiah in 2 Kings 19:1-7, Isaiah 37:1-7
3. Choose prayer rather than panic. It maintains faith in the crisis..
Rabshakeh’s direct challenge during the siege of Jerusalem was met by Hezekiah’s prayer in 2 Kings 19:8-19 & 2 Chron. 32:20, Isaiah 37:14-35
4. Choose to wait on God more and act on your own less. It gives the Spirit time to work miracles on your behalf.
The angel of the Lord went out and slew 185,000 Assyrian soldiers and captains so that Sennacherib left and went home being killed by the hands of his own sons. Isaiah 37:36-38, 2 Chron. 32:20-23; 2 Kings 19:35-37
5. Choose to personally believe in the long awaited Messiah, Jesus. It’s your only source for spiritual life and eternal peace.
God had promised the Messiah through Judah. Isaiah assures all that this promise will be fulfilled. Isa 53:1-6 Through the line of Judah, Jesus Christ fulfilled this prophecy to fulfill God’s promise to all peoples.
Application:
1. One of the dangers of our busy culture is that it takes time to practice any of the spiritual disciplines. Prayer, bible reading, meditation, fasting, solitude, silence, journaling, worship, service. What spiritual reform will you choose to take the time to pursue?
2. For the most part, we are control freaks. We feel the need to be in charge. But God wants us to let him be in charge of directing our lives. Pride must be continually battled in the Christian life. Read 1 Peter 5:5. What are ways to clothe yourself with humility?
3. We have this interesting way of praying in a bad situation and maintaining our panic. Read 1 John 4:18. Perfect love drives out fear and strengthens faith. How can we pray in such a way to rise from prayer in peace and not terror?
4. Give an example of when you prayed and then proceeded to do what you thought needed done anyway. What does it mean to wait on the Lord? Can you give an example of when you continued to wait on the Lord and the Lord brought deliverance or an answer? Leave room for the Holy Spirit to work.
5. Read John 1:12 & Eph. 2:8-9. Beyond church traditions and ceremonies, have you ever chosen to receive Jesus by faith through prayer as your personal Savior and Lord? Please tell us your story.
